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Town anxious to begin water talks

With their original target date already passed,
Town of Peshtigo officials are growing impatient

By MAYA SHIMIZU HARRIS

EagleHerald Staff Writer
mshimizuharris@eagleherald.com

PESHTIGO—The Peshtigo
Town Board is anxious for the
Wisconsin Department of Natu-
ral Resources (DNR) to finalize a
date for the long-awaited water
supply discussions between the
town, Johnson Controls, Inc.
(JCI) and other stakeholders.

Menominee County
adjusts its 2021
reapportionment map

During a July 30 meeting with
JCI Vice President & Chief Sus-
tainability, Global Government
and Regulatory Affairs Officer
Kathleen McGinty, the town set a
target date for the end of Septem-
ber to begin discussions about
long-term water supply options
for town residents impacted by
the per- and polyfluoroalkyl sub-
stance (PFAS) contamination
caused by the historic activities

of Tyco Fire Products (Tyco), a
subsidiary of JCI.

With the September target
date past and several more steps
to go before the discussions can
begin, Town of Peshtigo Chair-
person Cindy Boyle said at
the Water Committee meeting
Wednesday that she is “(grow-
ing) impatient by the day,” partic-
ularly given that she will be gone
the last week of October.

The town board has finalized
its selection of Madison-based
engineering firm Strand Associ-
ates, Inc. and Wilmington, Del-
aware-based law firm Grant &

Eisenhofer to assist in prepa-
rations for the discussions. The
DNR has also chosen envADR
President Robert Olian to facil-
itate the discussions after vet-
ting through a combined list of
potential mediators provided by
JCI, the town and the DNR itself.

DNR Program and Policy Ana-
lyst Molly Schmidt sent an email
Wednesday to Boyle, Marinette
Mayor Steve Genisot, Peshtigo
Mayor Cathi Malke, McGinty,
Olian and DNR personnel asking
for informational background
documents and confirmation
of point of contact information.

Schmidt also notified the parties
that Olian would be reaching out
to each of them to arrange initial
meetings after receipt of these
items. To avoid further delay,
Boyle said she would follow-up
with Schmidt to institute a time-
line for the other stakeholders to
complete these tasks.

Water Committee mem-
bers also requested that Tyco/
JCI Attorney Steven Wolfe, who
was present at the Wednesday
meeting, ask Tyco to look into
the City of Marinette’s incom-
plete Ruekert & Mielke, Inc.

See TOWN, A2

By ANN MEYER

EagleHerald Staff Writer
ameyer@eagleherald.com

MENOMINEE —
Menominee County has
announced a new reappor-
tionment plan with slight
changes to district bound-
aries in some areas, but
they won't take effect until
the 2022 election cycle,
County Clerk Marc Klei-
man said
Thursday.

Some
precincts in
the city will
be moved
or elimi-
nated, but
the changes
aren’t
expected to affect city
wards. “The city wards are
drawn completely sepa-
rate to the county commis-
sioner districts,” Kleiman
said.

County commissioners

Schei

are not on the November
ballot this year, so the reap-
portionment plan won’t be
noticeable until next year.

The next county elec-
tion is a primary prior to
the November 2022 gen-
eral election, said County
Commissioner Larry Schei,
who represents the 4th dis-
trict.

Schei agrees with the
apportionment commit-
tee’s decision to keep a
nine-member board.

“My feeling was, I would
have been satisfied with
either seven or nine com-
missioners on the county
board. 1 felt that seven
would work. It would
be change. Nine is per-
fect because it stays the
same, and more than nine
wouldn’t be necessary.”

The target population
for each district in the
reapportionment plan was
2,611, but geography was

See DISTRICTS, A2

Coleman woman dies
from injuries in crash

MARINETTE—An
83-year-old Coleman
woman died Saturday as
the result of a traffic crash
Thursday in Marinette
County.

Sheriff Jerry Sauve said
the deceased has been
identified as Loretta M.
Patz. The Marinette County
medical examiner was noti-
fied Saturday that Patz died
in a Madison hospital.

At 3:45 a.m. Thursday,
emergency responders were
dispatched to County Trunk
B near Jandt Road in the
Town of Grover for a vehicle
that was discovered in the
north ditch that had struck
several trees, according to

the sheriff’s department. It
appeared the vehicle was
eastbound in the fog and
failed to negotiate the curve.
The victim was alone in the
vehicle.

Assisting the Sheriff’s
Officers at the scene were
the Aurora/Bay Area Para-
medics, Marinette Res-
cue Squad, Peshtigo Police,
the Grover-Porterfield Fire
Department and the Mari-
nette County Highway
Commission. This crash
remains under investiga-
tion by the sheriff’s office
and medical examiner.

This is the seventh traf-
fic fatality in Marinette in
2021.

Special to the EagleHerald
Tate Denowski, Ruby Boucher, Madelyn White and Aiden Bezecny learn to use glue sticks during a Peshtigo School
District 4K class.

Peshtigo 4K class: Where it all begins

Special to the EagleHerald

PESHTIGO—Peshtigo School
District’s four-year-old kindergar-
ten, also known as 4K, has impacted
Peshtigo students for 14 years.

Have you ever wondered, “What is
4K?” or “What are teachers working
on with their four-year-old students
who are in their first year of school?”
“Where are four-year-olds develop-
mentally?”

What do current Peshtigo High
School seniors remember from their
4K classes fourteen years ago?

“Mrs. Gardon was the best! I
remember being so excited to see

her every day,” said Senior Madeline
Fifarek, recalling fond memories of
her 4K class from 14 years ago. “I also
loved running to the play kitchen,
like the one I had at home.”

Senior Sydney Lund remembers
from her four-year-old kindergarten
class, “My favorites were the build-
ing blocks and the big playhouse in
the classroom. Also, we got to eat
green eggs and ham after Mr. (Jus-
tin) Woulf read Dr. Seuss to us.”

Senior Alexis Haynes said, “My
favorite memory was we set up our
chairs shaped like the inside of an air-
plane, then our teachers, Mrs. Flett
and Mrs. Jornlin, handed out snacks
as if they were flight attendants.”

Four-year-olds are just learning
how to socially interact and express
themselves. Peshtigo 4K teacher Jus-
tin Woulf surveyed his students,
asking “Are you excited to come to
school?” Responses ranged from “No,
I'm too tired this morning,” to “Yes,
I like to play outside.” One student
said, “I used to have a cat, then we
lost it.” The funniest response to the
prompt was, “I like pickle ice cream!”

At this age, Peshtigo teachers
work really hard to teach key con-
cepts through play. “4K is where it
all begins for children in school. It’s
where we lay the foundation for a

See 4K, A3

Green Bay man dies in Oconto County crash

OCONTO—A 21-year-old Green Bay man died Friday
as the result of a two-vehicle accident in Oconto County.

Sheriff Todd Skarban reports that the dispatch cen-
ter received a call at 1:22 p.m. Friday of a two-vehicle
accident on U.S. 41 near Maple Grove School Road in
the Town of Little River. He said the preliminary inves-
tigation shows a dump truck driven by a 42-year-old
Oconto male was traveling southbound on U.S. 41 when
a pickup truck driven by the Green Bay man struck the
dump truck from behind. The driver of the dump truck
was transported to a local hospital with minor injuries.

The driver of the pickup truck was transported to a Green
Bay hospital, and later died of his injuries.

An ongoing investigation is being conducted by the
Oconto County Sheriff’s Office, Wisconsin State Patrol
and the Brown County Medical Examiner’s Office. The
Oconto County Sheriff’s Office was assisted by the Oconto
Police Department, Little River Fire Department, Oconto
Fire and Rescue Department, Oconto County Highway
Department, Wisconsin State Patrol and the Brown
County Medical Examiner’s Office.

Good morning,
George Farmer!
Thank you for subscribing
to the EagleHerald

6767288718092 5

DEATHS

Johnson, Betty L.
Lauerman, Frank J. ll|
Patz, Loretta M.
Reese, Robert E.
Smith, Donald W.
Younk, Roger A.

INSIDE

Menominee: Write-in candidates
can still get in the race for coun-
cil seats. A2

Sports: Bret Pearson is the ‘pro-
type Maroon. B1

TODAY’S INDEX

"" Advice B9 Records A5

~ Comics B8 Sudoku B9

\\\\\\\\\\ Classifieds B6 Scoreboard B2
Crossword B9 Sports 813

TODAY: Overcast with Deaths/Obits A5 Vlist 28

rain early, light wind Local stocks B4 IStings

HIGH: 66 LOW: 54 Opinion A4 Weather B4



EagleHerald

www.ehextra.com

L.oca

A3

Tuesday, October 12,2021

4K:

lifetime of learning,” said
four-year-old kindergarten
teacher Michelle Camp-
bell. Woulf adds, “It’s hard
for me to not get excited
about being at school when
I see how excited these lit-
tle faces are each and every
day”

Peshtigo’s 4K program
consists of social/emo-
tional development activ-
ities, motor skill develop-
ment, and academic learn-
ing through play. “Many
older children will come
back and say they want to
come back to 4K because
‘all they did was play, but
little did they know that
they were learning too.”
Woulf has been teaching
at the four-year-old kin-
dergarten level since the
program first started in
Peshtigo.

“Often this is the first
time that our children are
interacting with teach-
ers and other children
their age,” Campbell goes
on to explain that they
are learning to play and
share with others and are
learning how to be friends.
For example, Woulf says,
“when they are playing at
the train table, they are
learning social skills like
patience and taking turns.
Equally as important, chil-
dren are learning to use
their imagination. Woulf
adds that fine motor skills
are improved upon simply

Isaac Hoppe reads a story to his new friend, Beau Podjaski during a Peshtigo 4K class.

by moving trains around
the track, as well as math
skills when counting the
trains as they go by.

Fine and gross motor
skills are improved upon
at this level. Campbell says
that often this is the first
time students experience,
“holding a pencil, using a
scissors, or hanging on the
monkey bars.” Craft cen-
ters are very important for
development. Woulf shares
that working on holding a
pencil, writing a name and
even cutting, gluing, color-
ing, and painting help stu-
dents learn. He says that
“making crafts may look
simple, but this helps to
build up muscles of the
hand to help with fine
motor development and
prepares students for writ-
ing.” One of Campbell’s
students proudly shouted,
“Look what I can do!” as he
completed the whole set of
monkey bars.

Play-based curricu-
lum means that children
are learning as they play.
Campbell explains that at
this 4K level, students are
“learning letter and num-
ber recognition, shapes,
colors, and name recogni-
tion, all while having fun.”
Woulf adds that they are
also “writing letters and
numbers, practicing using
names, creating and copy-
ing patterns and sorting,’
which are all important lit-
eracy and math skills.

“There has never been
a doubt in my mind that
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Ariana Brocker and Lexus Reed play with the farm during a Peshtigo 4K class.

the Peshtigo 4K teachers
are stellar,” said Bre Weed,
parent. She also said she
has had two older chil-
dren in four-year-old kin-
dergarten. Her youngest,
Drake, has just started 4K
this year. At first, she says,
“Drake was very unsure,
scared, and hesitant about
going to school.” Weed said
Campbell has a way of mak-
ing children feel welcome
in her classroom. After
leaving the open house,
Drake said to his parents,
“I think this might be good
for me.” Now Drake comes
home from school with a

smile on his face every day.

Carrie Anderson, par-
ent of Owen, also says, “My
son loves the classroom. He
enjoys singing and dancing
with his friends.” Anderson
“trusts the Peshtigo School
System, because I'm a prod-
uct of the Peshtigo School
District. I love it here and
my kids do too.” Besides
Owen, Anderson had two
older children go through
the 4K program. She said,
“I appreciate all of the 4K
teachers and helpers and
all they do to keep our kids
safe and happy while learn-
ing. I love hearing about

Special to the EagleHerald

Effort to reduce underage drinking has support

Communities that Care
(CTC) and Healthy Youth
Coalition of Marinette
and Menominee Coun-
ties would like to extend
our appreciation to The
Farmhouse Restaurant,
Luigi’s Pizza & Pasta, Cor-
ner Grille, Scoops Sports
Café, East Side Bar & Grill,
Pirate’s Cove, Murray’s
Irish Pub & Grille, Ogden
Club, Real Pizza, Wausau-
kee Bowl, Red Brick Inn
(Niagara), and Dan & Tim’s
Riverside for supporting
CTC’s “Sticker Shock” cam-
paign this summer.

Restaurants throughout
Marinette and Menominee
Counties who serve pizzas
to go were asked to add
our Sticker Shock label
that contained our “Tori”

message of the importance
in not providing alcohol to
minors to their boxes. The
project arose from results
of a local survey given to
students in grades 6, 8, 10,
and 12 indicating over 60%
of our youth report they’ve
received their alcohol will-
ingly from a parent. The
statistic on the sticker and
flyer read, “I am 10 years
old. If I drink before the
age of 15, I am four times
more likely to become an
alcoholic” and showcased
a picture of a girl named
“Tori”. The support from
these businesses helped us
spread important messag-
ing and education to those
in the community.
Underage drinking rates
throughout Marinette and
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Menominee Counties is
above the national aver-
age. Not providing alco-
hol to minors under the
age of 21 can protect brain
development and decrease
the likelihood of addiction
later in life.

CTC would also
like to acknowledge

UW-Extension Marinette
County and Nicklaus Coun-
seling, LLC for assisting in
the effort.

If you’d like to have your
business be involved in this
project, please call 906-
863-5665 ext. 1033, or con-
tact Karianne Lesperance
at Kklesperance@mec-isd.

Northland Village is the place for you!

-
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No Worries!

Do You enjoy being active, visiting with people, leaming new things or being
outdoors? Are you 62 or over or disabled? Do you live on a limited income? If so,

We offer a secure environment with many activities and services such as gardening
plots, bingo, exercise opportunities, van outings, beauty shop, foot, hearing, and
blood pressure clinics, beautiful adjacent park, Wi-Fi service, parties and much more!

Call us today for more information and schedule your personal tour!
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1025 Pine Beach Rd. Marinette
715-732-5870

Priority given to applicants with annual income of $14,900.00 or less
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all of the fun things they’re
learning.”

“As parents, we get
emails, Facebook posts,
Skyward access, and
updates from teachers
through apps,” said Kelsey
Lossett, 4K parent, appre-
ciate the great communi-
cation from Peshtigo 4K
teachers. “My youngest,
Marley, has just started 4K.
She asks every day if it’s a
school day or a weekend.
When I reply, It’s the week-
end, she asks if she can go
to school anyways.” Lossett
adds, “All of the teachers
here in Peshtigo have been

Smart financial advice
cale '

By: Dan Wollin
President PCM Credit Union

What Happens To Your Debts
When You Pass Away?

You are probably going to die
with some debts in your name.
According  to  credit  bureau
Experian, 73% of us will. In
general, your assets and debts
become part of an estate. Whether
the estate is being administered in
a probate case, or under the terms
of a trust, determines who is in
charge of paying the decedent's
debts.

In either case, the person serving
as the personal representative
or executor in probate, or the
successor trustee for trusts, is
taking on a role as a fiduciary.
Consult an attorney if you are
unsure of your duties. You could be
held personally liable if you spend
estate assets on debts that did not
have to be paid, or if you don't pay
debts that cause damage to the
estate. For example, if you don't
pay insurance premiums before
damage happens to the house or
car, the beneficiaries could sue you
for not performing your duties.

Secured debts get paid first,
like mortgage or auto loans,
unsecured debts, like funeral
expenses, medical bills and credit
card follow. If there are not enough
funds to pay off secured debt,
anyone inheriting those assets
inherits the debts as well. To keep
the asset, they will have to make
the payments or face possible
foreclosure or repossession.

Special to the EagleHerald

outstanding in their efforts
to make my children feel
welcome.”

“Mr. Woulf and Mrs.
Campbell both continu-
ously create new ideas and
fun learning activities for
their students which keeps
them excited and main-
tains their eagerness to
learn. They truly care for
their students as if they
were their own,” Weed
adds. Woulf reiterates, “I
want these kids to start
their school careers off
with positive experiences.
It’s my job to make them
want to keep coming back.”

If more than one person is
attached to the debt, the joint
owner who is still living will owe
the entire debt. "Authorized users”
of credit cards do not have to pay
off the decedent's balance.

Family members typically are not
obligated to pay the debts of a
deceased relative from their own
assets. The exceptions to the rule
are if the decedent was married
at the time of death and lived
in a community property state
like Wisconsin, Texas, Arizona or
California, or if you co-signed.
Debts incurred prior to the
marriage are not required to be
paid by the surviving spouse.

You might be able to pass on
certain assets to your intended
beneficiaries even if you have
outstanding debt at your death.
For example, if you name your
wife as the beneficiary of your life
insurance, the proceeds are paid
to the surviving spouse, and the
creditors can't claim the payments
for themselves.

Depending on how well the
decedent kept records, the
surviving family member and
executor might have a hard time
determining exactly what is owed.
This could open the door to scam
artists who make fraudulent
claims and demand payment
immediately. Make sure all of the
bills are in writing and never pay
anything over the phone. This is no
time to rush.

The question of what happens
to debts when someone dies is
often asked too late. If a loved
one has just passed away, there is
no time left to change beneficiary
designation or revise estate
planning documents. Knowing
how your debts will be treated
after you are gone will help you
create a wise estate plan.
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