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Making music with friends

By Special to the EagleHerald

PESHTIGO—Students 

in Peshtigo showcased 
their musical growth this 
year through their winter 
concerts.

The Peshtigo High 
School winter concert con-
sisted of several pieces of 
choral music performed by 
the concert choir and aca-
pella choir groups, as well 
as the concert band and 
jazz band. The Peshtigo 
Middle School winter con-
cert consisted of the con-
cert choir and concert 
band both performing sev-
eral pieces.

Families were able to 
attend the high school 
and middle school con-
certs in person, or view 
the live stream from home. 
At the Peshtigo Elemen-
tary Learning Center, each 
grade performed separate 
selections, and the other 
grade levels made up the 
audience while the perfor-
mance was live streamed 
for families at home.

“The kids played an 
incredible concert, and 
I’m so proud of their hard 
work” said district band 
director Deanna Fried. 
“Both the jazz band and 
concert band played some 
difficult music, and they 
rose to the challenge.

“There is not a sin-
gle student who didn’t 
pull his/her weight when 
rehearsing and preparing 
for this concert.”

For the high school 
group, Fried explained that 
“Sleigh Ride” especially is 
a “Concert Band Christ-
mas Classic,” but is a very 
challenging piece for high 
school musicians.

“I knew they could 
make it happen, and they 
sounded fantastic,” she 
said.

Fried had students listen 
to a recording of the first 
time the group performed 
it, and compared it to the 
concert performance. “The 
difference was incredible,” 
she said.

The students felt proud 
about their performance. 
Senior Maggie Fernan-
dez states, “Although we 
had some setbacks due to 
COVID, thanks to the deter-
mination and positivity of 

everyone, we’re standing 
proud again”

“We have learned to 
work and play together as a 
group, instead of 30 musi-
cians playing together at 
the same time,” observed 
junior Lauren Halfmann.

Senior Jade Allman 
said, “Although we can still 
improve, balance has been 
getting better in producing 
an overall better sound.”

Junior Beverly Bloch 
has a similar observa-
tion, “Our confidence has 
greatly improved, which 
in turn, makes the sound 
of our performance clearer 
and stronger.”

Performing for an audi-
ence is not just what band 
members love about their 
performance. Students 
express that they love 
learning something new 
and learning how to create 
music.

Senior Layla Camps 
said, “Learning to play an 
instrument I have wanted 
to play since I was young 
feels really cool!”

Halfmann has a similar 
sentiment, “I love to be able 
to bring the music I love to 
life and play whenever I 
want.”

“I love how it gives you 
the chance to show off your 
creativity and you develop 
new talents,” shares junior 
Troy Kosobucki.

Junior Marshall Ben-
nett agrees, saying that he 
finds satisfaction in being 
able “to play an instrument 
that produces music that 
makes people happy.”

Chorus students share 
a similar appreciation for 
improving and learning 
together within a commu-
nity. Junior Elizabeth Burd 
said, “You’re constantly 
learning how to improve 
the skills you already have. 
We’ve gotten better at com-
ing together during a song.”

Sophomore Audrey 
Campbell shared that she 
has loved making new 

friends and “we have got-
ten better with our vowel 
shapes, and delivery of 
sound.”

Eighth grade student 
Eva Andrews feels similar 
saying the group’s “vocal 
range, breath support, 
and pitch accuracy” have 
improved.

“Since August, our 
choir has improved a lot. 
We’ve learned how to sing 
together as a group, and 
how to sing

most effectively,” shared 
Halfmann who is in both 
band and choir.

Students’ enjoyment of 
band and choir goes deeper 
than learning the music. 
Playing an instrument or 
singing in choir also helps 
students develop friend-
ships. “It’s a fun way to 
get to know new people,” 
shares freshman Isabelle 
Valitchka.

Senior Maggie Fer-
nandez said, “I love how 
each musician gets to feel 
important, but we still “I 
love the friendships and 
the fun we have in band,” 
shares freshman Evelyn 
Hurley.

Andrews said, “Choir 
is like a family that is full 
of care and trust. You are 
able to feel safe and com-
fortable.”

Allman shares that she 
appreciates “the sense of 
community that both band 
and choir provide”

At the elementary level, 
music teacher Lane Ludtke 
chose songs centered 
around the theme of snow 
for each of the grade lev-
els. The PELC concert con-
sisted of familiar classics 
like “Frosty the Snowman” 
and “White Christmas,” as 
well as some lesser known 
songs like “Stories in the 
Snow.”

Lutke explained that 
“we added actions to 
songs, had small groups 
of singers, and used dif-
ferent props” to add to the 

performance. For the third 

grade performance, “stu-

dents ended their last last 

song by throwing pretend 

snowballs out towards the 

audience.”

For both the fifth and 

sixth grade performances, 

one song had an accompa-

niment of approximately 

20 ukulele players. Ele-

mentary students had fun 

with their performance, 

too.

Fourth grade student 

Rylee Monnette “enjoyed 

the actions with the songs” 

and “I liked watching all 

the other grades sing.”

Second grade student, 

Lexi Marcotte, said she 

loved having a special sing-

ing part to the song “A Nice 

December Day.”

Fifth grade student, 

Amari Rymer, was proud 

to “perform in front of an 

audience both singing and 

playing the ukulele!”

Sixth grade student 

Zetta Bennett said, “I like 

watching the younger 

students sing,” saying it 

reminded her of singing 

when she was younger.

Bennett also shared, “I 

love how music can put you 

in a good mood.”

The Peshtigo music pro-

gram is helping students 

learn to sing and play 

music, as well as

develop friendships, 

according to instructors.

There are also many 

additional benefits of 

music education.

“Band and choir both 

strengthen many skills in 

math, reading, and writing, 

as well as other personal 

skills like understanding 

and working together.”

Junior Beverly Bloch 

also said they help with 

self-confidence. Ben-

nett adds, “If you want 

to become a better per-

son by expressing your-

self through beautiful and 

heavenly music that will 

cleanse your soul, then join 

band.”

Special to the EagleHerald
The Peshtigo High School a cappella choir performs during a Christmas concert.

Peshtigo School 
District winter 

concert a success

Special to the EagleHerald
Peshtigo third grade students throw pretend snowballs 
at the end of their Christmas concert.
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more technical terrain for 

intermediate and advanced 

bikers. Some of the trails 

will also have lake side and 

primitive camping options. 

“We’re trying to give a full 

experience for individu-

als who would like to come 

and utilize these mountain 

bikes in Marinette County,” 

Lefebvre said.

The county is hoping to 

construct 10 miles of trail 

by late fall 2022, although 

Lefebvre noted that this is 

an ambitious goal. The sys-

tem will ultimately have 

about 50 miles of trail that 

will be constructed over a 

three- to five-year period. 

Lefebvre said he is hoping 

that Rock Solid will begin 

trail construction in late 

summer or early Fall.

The county is also plan-

ning to work on other 

trails, parks and camp-

grounds this year.

Lefebvre will be work-

ing with the County For-

estry Administrator Pete 

Villas to develop a Cross 

Country Ski Trail network 

in the Lake Mary area that 

will hopefully be open for 

use by next winter. The 

project will add to a por-

tion of the current Mid-

dle Inlet Equestrian Trails 

network. Lefebvre said, 

however, that the county 

will likely have to wait 

until 2023 to acquire trail 

grooming equipment, and 

the trails, therefore, won’t 

be groomed until winter of 

2023-24.

The county is also look-

ing to expand the McClin-

tock Park Campground 

and develop a new camp-

ground in the Town of Dun-

bar, in addition to improv-

ing the walking surfaces, 

signage and view platforms 

in some areas of the water-

fall trails in Marinette.
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can obtain a template from their teacher or front office 

of their school and submit their original drawings along 

with a submission form to their teachers or the office by 

Jan. 28.

Recipe submissions are also being accepted via a 

paper submission form or a Google Form that is avail-

able on the Peshtigo Food Pantry and Chamber of Com-

merce Facebook pages.
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Milwaukee acting 
mayor says violence 

must stop
MILWAUKEE —Sev-

eral shootings in Milwau-

kee during the morning 

hours of New Year’s Day 

prompted the city’s acting 

mayor to immediately call 

for reducing violence in 

2022.

A 40-year-old man was 

killed and at least two 

other people were injured 

in separate shootings Sat-

urday morning, Milwau-

kee police said. One of the 

injured was a 9-year-old 

boy.

Milwaukee Acting 

Mayor Cavalier Johnson 

called it “an unacceptable 

continuation of the gun 

violence that marred 2021” 

and said the “ongoing tur-

moil must end.”

Johnson said he plans 

to finalize Milwaukee’s new 

public safety and violence 

reduction plan and said 

there is “no higher prior-

ity” for his administration 

that reducing violence, the 

Journal Sentinel reported.

“We can—and we must—

break this cycle and return 

peace to our neighbor-

hoods that have endured 

this scourge,” Johnson said.

Milwaukee had a 

record-breaking 197 homi-

cides in 2021 according to 

the police crime dashboard 

and the Milwaukee County 

Sheriff ’s Office.


