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Audrey and Krista are being very careful to not let the
snowman fall in the Peshtigo Little Paws program.

Peshtigo offering
wrap-around childcare

4K parents will
have an option
for their kids

PESHTIGO — Start-
ing this fall, Peshtigo
4-year-old kindergar-
ten (4K) parents will
have another option:
enroll their children in
awraparound childcare
setting for the other half
ofthe school day. Young
Bulldogs enrolled in
4-year-old kindergar-
ten will have the option
of enrolling in Little
Paws Wraparound Day-
care onsite in Peshtigo
Elementary Learning
Center (PELC).

Finding transporta-
tion for children to and
from school who are
enrolled in 4K for either
the morning or after-
noon session is chal-
lenging for the schedule
of many families.

“Our overarching
motivation is to pro-
vide support for our
families and their chil-
dren,” PELC principal
Kate Willett said. “In
this case, we needed

to think beyond the
school environment.
Our extensive research
process included sur-
veying families in our
community and visit-
ing other schools with
similar programs that
were already well estab-
lished, in addition to
the formation of a plan-
ning committee to work
through fine details”
4K Teacher, and Lit-
tle Paws Center Direc-
tor, Justin Woulf'said,
“We've listened to our
parents. Childcare pro-
vidersin the area have
waitlists. If parents
both work full time,
it’s difficult to arrange
transportation for their
children to or from
school to daycare”
Students enrolled
in 4K wraparound can
now take the bus or
accompany siblings to
and from school. Stu-
dents enrolled in Little
Paws will use the same
transportation and eat
lunch with other stu-
dents.
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“Four-year-olds
are learning how to
interact with oth-
ers and express them-
selves,” Woulf said, add-
ingthat they’relearn-
ing through social and
emotional develop-
ment activities, work-
ing on motor skill
development, and
learning academ-
ics through play. Chil-
dren who enrollin Lit-
tle Paws will be engaged
inlessons following the
same themes taught in
their 4-year-old kinder-
garten class. It willbe in
amorerelaxed learning
environment, but will
be a childcare environ-
ment coordinated with
lessons in the 4K class-
rooms.

“We are anticipat-
ing a high volume of
requests to enroll in Lit-
tle Paws Wraparound
Childcare; he said.

Woulf expects more
families who are inter-
ested than spots avail-
able.Ifnecessary, aran-
domly selected lottery
system will be used to
fill available slots.

“All families, regard-
less of their district res-
ident/district non-res-
ident status, will be
entered into the ran-
domly selected lottery
processifthey have
successfully registered
for 4K and Little Paws
byJune 30, he said.

People can find more
information on the
Peshtigo School Dis-
trict’s website.

This article was sub-
mitted by the Peshtigo
School District.
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