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PESHTIGO — Third-grade students 
from Peshtigo recently celebrated their 
successful FlexFarm harvest with a salad 
party. Thanks to a grant from the Prov-
ident Health Foundation, the Peshtigo 
School District purchased two hydro-
ponic growing stations called Flex 
Farms from a company in Green Bay 
called Fork Farms. One is shared among 
the high school science classes and one 
rotates among elementary classrooms.

Emilee Cook’s third-grade class got 
to use the flex farm for the past two 
months.

In early January, Cook’s class received 
the indoor growing station. “This was a 
great learning experience for students,” 
she said. “We researched the best let-
tuce and herb varieties to grow, and 
chose romaine, green star lettuce, basil, 
sage and lavender. Students were able to 
monitor the whole growing cycle, from 
planting to harvest.”

Kids took care of their produce, and 
had ownership over the experience. 
“Every morning students were assigned 
to monitor the ph levels and add nutri-
ents,” Cook said.

She added that she loved to see stu-
dents express such interest and enthusi-
asm for the science of growing food. “It 
was incredible to see our produce grow, 

especially after the weekends,” she said.
After two months, it was harvest time.
“As a class, we discussed plans for a 

salad party,” Cook said.
Kids brainstormed toppings to add 

to the bounty, including dressings vari-
eties, croutons and a dozen veggie top-
ping choices. Cook adds, “Someone 
suggested that basil infused water can 
increase focus and concentration, so we 
tried topping off water with basil.”

All helped with the harvesting. “Kids 
tore the salad into manageable pieces 
and we borrowed the biggest salad spin-
ner you’ve ever seen from our cafete-
ria,” Cook explained. “We decorated the 
serving area like a cafe, including use of 
tablecloths and tea lights.”

Third-grade student, Brissette Fynn-
lee, said, “Lettuce party! Do you get it, 
Mrs. Cook?”

“We had several students who asked 
for seconds. Five students said that was 
the first time they tried a salad,” Cook 
said.

Student Brody Trabulsi was very 
grateful, “Thank you for letting us have a 
salad party.”

Cook said she loved the excitement 
and enthusiasm from the students. 
“Those eureka moments, when learning 
clicks for students, is what I love about 
my job,” she said.

Peshtigo third graders grow lettuce, have a salad party
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Peshtigo third-grade students Olivia Seefeldt, austin Seymour and Kenzie Nault 
decide what lettuce should be harvested.

“The farmers and 
landowners were con-
cerned, and the depart-
ment (WDNR) could not 
assure them that they 
wouldn’t be swept up 
under the provisions of 
the Spill Act,” McGinty 
said.

In the letter, Denice 
Nelson, senior director 
of remediation and strat-
egy at JCI, says, “addi-
tionally, the WDNR also 
cannot address other 
potential commitments 
that the landowners may 
have that could require 
reporting or other action 
if the landowners give 
permission for testing. 
And the lack of any state 
or federal standards 
to give context to sam-
pling results would leave 
the landowners with-
out guidance for the con-
tinued use of their prop-
erty.”

The DNR has an 
interim strategy that 
encourages facilities 
to sample for PFAS and 
consider its recommen-
dations for land appli-
cation or disposal meth-
ods, depending on sam-
ple results — this is while 
they wait for the Envi-
ronmental Protection 
Agency to finalize its risk 
assessment of PFAS in 
biosolids, Sellwood said.

The DNR has only lim-
ited data on PFAS in bio-
solids, Sellwood said. 
They plan to require 
sampling for PFAS in bio-
solids beginning July 1, 
2023, as Wisconsin Pol-
lutant Discharge Elim-
ination System permits 
are reissued to munici-
pal and industrial facil-
ities.

“As permits are revised 
to require testing, the 
testing obligation will 
fall on the permitted 
facilities,” Sellwood said.

As far as the future, 
JCI/Tyco said it was set 

on doing the study until 
a Freedom of Informa-
tion Act request it filed 
turned up the “millions 
and millions of gallons of 
PFAS-containing waste 
had been allowed by the 
DNR in those 61 fields,” 
McGinty said.

Sellwood said the goal 
of the investigation is to 
understand how much 
contamination is pres-
ent, as well as the spread, 
the risk to the commu-
nity and if cleanup or 
other responses are 
needed.

“Delaying an investi-
gation leaves these ques-
tions unanswered, which 
limits the public’s under-
standing of who is at risk 
and delays any response 
actions needed to limit 
the spread and exposure 
to the contamination,” 
Sellwood said.

Erin Noha can be reached by 
email at enoha@eagleherald.
com
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